The Sarajevo Outrage

the German Minister at Belgrade defined as follows: the
Serbian Government "had created that atmosphere which
alone permits such explosions of wild fanaticism/^*1)
But it was a ground sufficient, in the eyes of the Austro-
Hungarian Government, for seizing the opportunity
presented by the tragedy in order to achieve its great
design, the annihilation of Serbia; and that situation
arose which the Russian Minister Sazonov had fore-
seen as early as the beginning of 1914. "At a given
moment," he had declared, "especially if Germany is
sympathetic, the warlike school of thought whose partisans
claim that war is perhaps the sole means of settling
inextricable internal difficulties may gain the upper
hand."(12) The "given moment" was the tragedy of
Sarajevo.

The narrative of the negotiations which took place
between the day of the crime and the declaration of war
on Serbia will show how the Austrian will to war gained
its ends. "Especially if Germany is sympathetic," Sazonov
had said. It was precisely upon the position of Germany
that Austria desired immediate information.
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